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PPS Assessments, Tracking Records, and Discharge  
Assessment Reporting Schedule for SNFs and Swing Bed Facilities 

Assessment Type/ 
Item Set for PPS 

Assessment Reference 
Date (ARD) Can be 

Set on Any of 
Following Days 

Billing Cycle 
Used by the 

Business 
Office Special Comment 

5-Day 
A0310B = 01 
 

Days 1-8 Sets payment 
rate for the 
entire stay 
(unless an IPA 
is completed. 
See below.) 

• See Section 2.12 for instructions 
involving beneficiaries who transfer 
or expire day 8 or earlier. 

• CAAs must be completed only if the 
5-Day assessment is dually coded as 
an OBRA Admission, Annual, SCSA 
or SCPA. 

Interim Payment Assessment 
(IPA) 
A0310B = 08 

Optional  Sets payment 
for remainder 
of the stay 
beginning on 
the ARD. 

• Optional assessment. 
• Does not reset variable per diem 

adjustment schedule. 
• May not be combined with another 

assessment. 
Part A PPS Discharge Assessment  
A0310H = 1 

End date of most 
recent Medicare Stay 

(A2400C)  

N/A • Completed when the resident’s 
Medicare Part A stay ends, but the 
resident remains in the facility, or is 
combined with an OBRA Discharge 
assessment if the Part A stay ends on 
the same day or the day before the 
resident’s Discharge Date (A2000). 

2.9 MDS PPS Assessments for SNFs 

The MDS has been constructed to identify the OBRA Reasons for Assessment and the SNF PPS 
Reasons for Assessment in items A0310A and A0310B respectively. If the assessment is being 
used for reimbursement under the SNF PPS, the PPS Reason for Assessment must be coded in 
item A0310B. The OBRA Reason for Assessment is described earlier in this section while the 
PPS assessments are described below. A SNF provider may combine assessments to meet both 
OBRA and PPS requirements. When combining assessments, all completion deadlines and other 
requirements for both types of assessments must be met. If all requirements cannot be met, the 
assessments must be completed separately. The relationship between OBRA and PPS 
assessments is discussed below and in more detail in Sections 2.10 and 2.11. 

PPS Assessments for a Medicare Part A Stay 
01. 5-Day Assessment 

• ARD (item A2300) must be set for Days 1 through 8 of the Part A SNF covered stay. 
• Must be completed (item Z0500B) within 14 days after the ARD (ARD + 14 days). 
• Authorizes payment for entire PPS stay (except in cases when an IPA is completed). 
• Must be submitted electronically and accepted into iQIES within 14 days after 

completion (item Z0500B) (completion + 14 days). 
• If combined with the OBRA Admission assessment, the assessment must be completed 

by the end of day 14 of admission (admission date plus 13 calendar days). 
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• Is the first PPS-required assessment to be completed when the resident is first admitted 
for a SNF Part A stay. 

• Is the first PPS-required assessment to be completed when the resident is re-admitted to 
the facility for a Part A stay following a discharge assessment – return not anticipated or 
if the resident returns more than 30 days after a discharge assessment-return anticipated. 

• A 5-Day assessment is not required at the time when a resident returns to a Part A-
covered stay following an interrupted stay, regardless of the reason for the interruption 
(facility discharge, resident no longer skilled, payer change, etc.). 

• If a resident changes payers from Medicare Advantage to Medicare Part A, the SNF must 
complete a 5-Day assessment with the ARD set for one of days 1 through 8 of the 
Medicare Part A stay, with the resident’s first day covered by Medicare Part A serving as 
Day 1, unless it is a case of an interrupted stay. 

02. Interim Payment Assessment 

• Optional assessment. 
• ARD (item A2300) may be set for any day of the SNF PPS stay, beyond the ARD of the 

5-Day assessment. 
• Must be completed (item Z0500B) within 14 days after the ARD (ARD + 14 days). 
• Authorizes payment for remainder of the PPS stay, beginning on the ARD. 
• Must be submitted electronically and accepted into iQIES within 14 days after 

completion (item Z0500B) (completion + 14 days). 
• The ARD for an IPA may not precede that of the 5-Day assessment. 
• May not be combined with any other assessments (PPS or OBRA). 

03. Part A PPS Discharge Assessment 

• See definition provided in Section 2.8, Part A PPS Discharge Assessment (A0310H = 1). 

2.10 Combining PPS Assessments and OBRA Assessments7 
SNF providers are required to meet two assessment standards in a Medicare certified nursing 
facility: 

• The OBRA standards are designated by the reason selected in item A0310A, Federal 
OBRA Reason for Assessment, and item A0130F, Entry/Discharge Reporting and are 
required for all residents. 

• The PPS standards are designated by the reason selected in item A0310B, PPS 
Assessment and item A0310H, Is this a SNF Part A PPS Discharge Assessment? 

• When the OBRA and PPS assessment time frames coincide (except the IPA), one 
assessment may be used to satisfy both requirements. PPS and OBRA assessments (except 

 
7  OBRA assessments do not apply to Swing Bed providers; however, Swing Bed providers are required to 

complete the Entry Tracking record, Swing Bed PPS (SP), Swing Bed Discharge (SD) assessment, and Death in 
Facility Tracking record. 


